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began writing fan fiction inspired by the stories of J.R.R. Tolkien and became aware
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include pieces on cultural appropriation, the end of unwarranted copyright protection
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Communication and New Media, Alex studies the implications of IP and research
data ownership in automated and complex information systems and software. His
upcoming dissertation, “Cathedrals Made of Data,” examines the confluence of user
experience, program management, and open source systems.

Devon Fitzgerald Ralston is Associate Professor of English at Winthrop University
where she directs the Writing Center and teaches composition, professional writing,
and digital rhetoric courses. Much of her research focuses on the tensions between
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